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gious.    We are only concerned here with the religious
aspect of this controversy.

The controversy related to the place of worship,
the Jews claiming the Temple in Jerusalem as the
supreme place of worship and the Samaritans claim-
ing their own Temple on Mount Gerizim as even more
important. This controversy is referred to Him for
His judgment by the Samaritan woman. Jesus at
once lifts the controversy to a high level by teaching
that God should be worshipped in spirit and in truth.
He teaches here by implication that in comparison with
such genuine worship, controversies about particular
places of worship are of no great significance. What
really counts is the true worship of God, not as to
whether it is conducted in a special temple. We know
how Jesus loved the Temple in Jerusalem. He was
often found worshipping in it and teaching within its
precincts. He described it familiarly as His Father's
house. When people desecrated it by buying and sell-
ing in it and turning it into a market-place where
haggling and cheating took place, he was moved to
indignation and drove out all those who thus spoilt
its holiness. He was really attached to the Temple
and used in constantly as a place of worship. In spite
of this attachment He was ready to lay down the
great truth that God is essentially a Spirit, and that
worship of Him should be fundamentally true and
spiritual. Much bitterness and wrangling has been
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